
Dear Fellow HMA Members,

What a roller coaster 2025 has 
been for the hardwood industry. 
Some joy and lots of fear, but I feel 
like we are headed into uplifting 
times in the very near future. 

I read a quote the other day 
by Brené Brown that says, 
“Vulnerability is the birthplace of 
innovation, creativity, and change.” 

I thought no better words described the hardwood 
manufacturing base of the U.S. I believe we are all 
figuring out the new way of our industry, and we at 
HMA are here to serve our industry 1,000%! 

We had a wonderful turnout in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
for our Fall Regional Meeting and the facilities we saw 
were vibrant places. Think about it, what better time 
to mingle between industry friends, visit with our loyal 
vendors, and see other people’s facilities? This is the 
time to be more efficient and learn new ways to do 
things better. That is the true essence of the HMA.

HMA is here to 
serve and teach 
our members. I and 
other HMA members 
recently participated 
in a panel discussion 
at the Railway 
Tie Association’s 
National Conference 
in San Antonio, Texas, 
in front of all the 
Class 1 railroads, 
short line railroads, 
and every major 
treater in the country. 
Our Message was 
loud and clear: the 
hardwood producers 

are dedicated to helping serve one of the largest 
single users of hardwood material in this country 
today and for years to come.

Don’t forget to schedule on your calendars for our 
National Conference and Expo coming up in March 
2026 in Jacksonville, Florida. The HMA team is once 
again preparing a great lineup of speakers and it will 
be an informative and great event to attend.

Once again, HMA is here to serve you, so I would ask if 
there are things that you think our association should 
consider adding to help you as members, please 
reach out and let us know.

Happy Holidays!
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From the Desk of HMA’s President
by Matthew Netterville
President, HMA

Now Accepting Susan M. Regan 
Memorial Scholarship Applications
HMA is now accepting applications for the Susan 
M. Regan Memorial Scholarships. The program 
was established in memory of Susan M. Regan, 
who served as HMA Executive Vice President from 
1990–2007.

Recognizing the need for skilled industry 
professionals, the HMA offers up to three annual 
scholarships to qualified students who are 
enrolled in an accredited forestry and/or wood 
products program. 

All of the scholarship details—eligibility 
requirements and a scholarship application—
are available at HMAmembers.org. Completed 
applications, along with transcripts and 
references, must be received by January 31, 2026. 

If you know of an eligible student who could 
benefit from financial assistance, put them in 
touch with Ian Faight at ian@hardwood.org.

https://hmamembers.org/susan-m-regan-memorial-scholarship/
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HMA’s 2026 National Conference and Expo is 
heading to the Sunshine State. We look forward 
to seeing you at the Hyatt Regency Riverfront in 
Jacksonville, Florida, Wednesday–Friday, March 25–27, 
to prepare and equip you and your business for our 
industry’s Resurgence.

As you’ve come to expect from HMA’s signature 
event, the three-day conference will be packed with 
meetings, inspiring speakers, thought-provoking 
learning sessions; and of course, the expo hours and 
receptions will provide the industry’s most revered 
networking opportunities. 

Be sure to check your inbox, mailbox, and 
HMAmembers.org for more details.

It’s Time to Get Ready for NatCon 2026

Sign on as a 2026 HMA National Conference and 
Expo sponsor to stand out from the crowd. HMA will 
spotlight your company leading up to and during the 
event, as well as throughout all of 2026! �Contact us 
today at 412.244.0440 or info@hardwood.org.

Platinum Sponsorships | $2,500
Choice of: President’s Dinner • Wednesday Opening 
Reception • Thursday Reception with Named 
Specialty Beverage • Lanyards • Swag Bags • Hotel 
Key Cards • Thursday or Friday Opening Session • 
NatCon Events Guide (full-page ad, interior front or 
back page cover) 

Gold Sponsorships | $2,000
Choice of: Jacksonville Express Rail Trail* • Swag Bag 
Amenities (promotional item and snacks) • Folders for 
Key Cards • Thursday or Friday Breakfast • Vendor-Expo 
Café Lunch • Thursday or Friday Opening Session • 
The Link and/or Mid-Month Update Ad • Events Guide 
(full-page ad)

Silver Sponsorships | $1,500
Choice of: Water Stations • Thursday Beverage Bar • 
Thursday Snack Bar • Thursday Vendor Snack Shack • 
1 Complimentary Registration • Friday Coffee Stations

Bronze Sponsorships | $750
Choice of: Wednesday NextGen Leaders Council & 
HMA Board of Directors Luncheon • Thursday General 
Learning Sessions • Events Guide (half-page ad)

*The Jacksonville Express Rail Trail sponsorship 
supports our valued exhibitors and encourages 
vendor engagement during the Expo portion of our 
event. HMA members who complete stops along the 
trail will be entered to win prizes.

Sponsorship Opportunities

Conference Registration
Register online at HMAmembers.org �today to 
secure discounted rates:

	� HMA and SCMA members, and promotion 
contributor registration is $650.

	� Non-member registration is $800.

Note: Rates increase by 10% after February 27.

Hotel Reservations
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront
225 E Coastline Dr
Jacksonville, FL  32202

Rooms are available at a discounted rate of $199/
night. Book your stay at tiny.cc/natcon2026 or call 
800.233.1234. and mention group code G-HWMA. 
The reservation deadline is March 2.

https://web.hmamembers.org/atlas/events/2026-national-conference-and-expo-9191/details
http://tiny.cc/natcon2026


In an age of planned obsolescence, there’s 
something deeply satisfying about defying the norm 
during the gift-giving season by choosing presents 
that are thoughtfully designed, beautifully crafted, 
and made to last. Those qualities often define 
products made of American Hardwoods™—oak, 
cherry, walnut, maple, ash, and other prized species—
especially when they’re handcrafted in American 
workshops. Here are six pieces that fit that description 
perfectly, making wonderfully substantial gifts for the 
holidays—or any time of the year.

Hand-turned in Gill, 
Massachusetts, this harvest 
bowl is fashioned from 
salvaged cherry logs, a 
gorgeous heirloom piece 
that reflects New England’s 
woodworking traditions of 
utility, sustainability, and 

durability. The food-safe oil finish lets the wood’s 
natural beauty—which will only deepen with time—
shine through, while the classic shape, with its built-
in handles, is as agelessly elegant as it is eminently 
practical. spencerpeterman.com

Despite its six-foot length 
and generous drawer count, 
the Caravan double dresser 
stands light on its well-turned 
ankles. Seamlessly integrated 
drawer pulls introduce just 
the right amount of visual 
interest while preserving the 

piece’s refined simplicity, grounded in solid white-oak 
construction. Hand rubbing with an organic oil/wax 
finish brings out the wood’s distinctive grain and color, 
giving the dresser a healthful glow kalonstudios.com

With its slender walnut frame 
and neck, the Sophia mirror 
might at first glance seem 
made to be held in the hand. 
Crafted in Pennsylvania, this 
fine-boned looking glass is 
larger than it appears—either 
29 or 42¾ inches tall—and 
meant to hang on the wall. 
The smaller size is ideal above 
a vanity or dressing table, 
while the larger suits a powder 
room or entry hall. lostine.com

Taking inspiration from hand-
carved African stools, the Dish 
side table features a scooped-
out top created with a little help 
from a CNC router. Made in the 
Pacific Northwest from solid ash, 
this delightfully sculptural piece 
is available in custom sizes and 
in a choice of black-stain or—
shown here—clear-oil finishes. It’s 
sturdy enough to do double duty 
as a stool when an extra seat is 
needed. graindesign.com

Handmade in Los Angeles, the 
Headlands lounge chair by 
designers Glenn Lawson and 
Grant Fenning marries clean 
lines and deep comfort in a 
handsomely restrained form. The 
blonde oak–frame option, shown 
here, lends the midcentury-
inflected design a breezy, Scandinavian ease, while 
the darker tone of the walnut version evokes clubby 
urban sophistication. Either way, it’s a classic that will 
never go out of style. lawsonfenning.com

Want to pamper your pooch? 
The Lapilo dog bed is a splendid 
indulgence that truly says, 
“You’re my best friend.” The solid 
walnut frame is topped by a 
cushion with a removable cover 
available in a range of fabrics, 
so the ottoman-like piece can 
coordinate with any décor. It 
even includes a soft-close drawer for storing your pet’s 
essentials out of sight. earl-home.com
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Lasting Hardwood Gifts for the Holidays
by Wendy Silverstein

Wendy Silverstein is a former editor at Architectural 
Digest, Home, Kitchen & Bath Customer Planner, and 
Home/Style magazines. A consultant to the design 
industry, she works closely with interior designers, 
architects and other professionals in the field.

http://spencerpeterman.com
http://kalonstudios.com
http://lostine.com
http://graindesign.com
http://lawsonfenning.com
http://earl-home.com
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Staying Social with Real American Hardwood
by Ian Faight 
Executive Vice President, HMA | Digital Community Manager, RAHC

The Real American Hardwood Coalition (RAHC) 
utilizes social media platforms to showcase a 
wide variety of content—including everything from 
flooring, cabinetry, millwork, and furniture photos; to 
educational posts and forest facts; to how-to videos 
and food recipes. Following is a brief recap of two 
recent posts that you may have missed. 

No Tricks, Just Treats
Hardwood is all around us. 
The surfaces we walk on? 
Yep! The furniture we sit 
on? That too! Then there 
are some applications that 
people don’t necessarily 
think about, like the fruits 
and nuts harvested from 
hardwood trees, as well 
as the wood fibers used in 
toothpaste and ice cream. 

In the spirit of relating Real 
American Hardwood® 

products to everyday life, the RAHC had a special 
treat for its followers on Halloween. Featuring a familiar 
fall flavor, the festive post provided an easy-to-follow 
recipe for making delicious, homemade maple candy 
with the real stuff—real maple syrup.

In just a few days, the post received significant 
engagement on both Instagram and Facebook. Click 
one of the links to see the recipe and give it a share! 

Building a Dining Room Table
From the forest to our homes, hardwood products 
have been beautifying the world around us and the 
spaces we spend our time. 

During National Forest Products Week, October 19–25, 
the RAHC reminded its followers to celebrate the 
natural beauty of Real American Hardwood products. 
In a video tutorial, Nashville-based filmmaker and 
woodworker Richard Adam Jones built a stunning 
and sturdy base for his dining room table, crafted 
from an American walnut slab. The finished table was 
accompanied by new, handcrafted walnut chairs.

The walnut was supplied by HMA members, MO 
PAC Lumber Company, Fayette, Missouri; and 
Yoder Lumber, Millersburg, Ohio; and the video was 
produced with financial support from the HMA.

Watch the video on YouTube or Facebook.

Real American Hardwood is a registered trademark of the 
Real American Hardwood Coalition.

https://www.instagram.com/p/DQffgUvlTHA/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17MKew9YMk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o20qGgjM_q4
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19eZSRzj5B/


Senate Pushes Back on Trump 
Emergency Tariffs
On October 29, the U.S. Senate 
voted 50–46 to approve Senate 
Joint Resolution 77, sponsored by 
Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), that would 
eliminate the underlying premise 
used to justify tariffs on Canada. In 
short, SJR 77 would end the national 

emergency, which President Trump declared on 
February 1, as well as the 35% tariffs on most imports 
from Canada and a 10% tariff on imports of potash, 
a key component of fertilizer and energy products.  
Passage of the resolution follows closely on approval 
of a similar resolution (S.J.Res. 81) earlier this week, 
terminating the national emergency declared to 
impose tariffs on Brazil. That measure passed 52–48.

In more sweeping action, the Senate passed S.J. 
Res. 88 which declares that the national emergency 
declaration that the President invoked on April 2, 
which the president dubbed “Liberation Day,” to 
authorize sweeping reciprocal tariffs on countries 
cross the globe would be “terminated” on the date 
of its enactment. This action was led by Senator Ron 
Wyden (D-OR) and passed the upper chamber by a 
vote of 51–47.

All three of these measures are “messaging” proposals 
as they have no chance of passing in the House.

Fix Our Forests Approved by Senate Panel
Also on October 29, the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry Committee held a markup to consider 
a number of bills, including the Fix Our Forests Act—S. 
1462. The legislation was approved by the panel on 
an 18–5 vote.

The bill would facilitate increased management of our 
federal forest landholdings by expediting permitting 
of projects and providing additional policy tools 
to the Forest Service to conduct this critical work. 
Similar legislation (H.R. 471), led by House Natural 
Resources Committee Chairman Bruce Westerman 
(R-AR), passed the House in January. The Hardwood 
Federation was monitoring the hearing as it was 
anticipated that an amendment would be offered 
to revise the definition of “renewable biomass” under 
the Renewable Fuels Standard. The existing definition, 
enacted in 2007, largely disqualifies forest-based 
biomass as the statute only allows merchantable 
trees derived from tree plantations or logging 
residues and pre-commercial trees from naturally-
regenerated stands. Associations representing private 

forest landowners have been working to open up the 
definition so that fuels derived from all working forests 
may qualify. 

An amendment was not offered during the hearing. 
However, Chairman John Boozman (R-AR) offered 
support for changing the definition during his 
opening statement but conceded that this issue is not 
in the jurisdiction of the Senate Agriculture Committee. 

The Hardwood Federation anticipates that the full 
Senate will take up this legislation in early December. 

Anticipated EUDR Delay Falls Through
On October 21, the European Commission published 
its proposal to amend the European Union 
Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). Most significantly, 
although a one-year delay had been anticipated 
by many, the European Union (EU) is in fact not 
proposing a general delay to the EUDR, and the 
application date would remain December 30, 2025.

Two specific adjustments have been made to the 
proposed timeline: 

	� “Micro and small” EU operators would have until 
December 30, 2026, to comply. This concession 
would apply only to EU operators with net turnover 
of up to EUR 8 million and average 50 employees. 
It would not apply to medium- or large-sized 
operators above these thresholds. (This definition 
applies to the EU importer, NOT the exporter.)

	� EU Member States would only begin checks on 
operators and applying enforcement measures 
after June 30, 2026. In the interim, regulators 
may issue warnings to operators, accompanied 
by recommendations to achieve compliance, 
where they “become or are made aware of non-
compliance,” but sanctions will not apply. 

This proposal still needs to be approved by both the 
European Parliament and the European Council 
before it can enter into force. American Hardwood 
Export Council (AHEC) Environmental Policy Director, 
Rupert Oliver, has summarized the proposal in 
detail here. In response to the proposal, it seems a 
number of European countries and wood importing 
associations have communicated their displeasure 
with the move to the European Commission. You can 
read more here. 

The Hardwood Federation team continues to work 
closely with our friends at AHEC to educate legislators 
and administrations in both the U.S. and Europe.

The Latest from Capitol Hill
by Dana Lee Cole  
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation
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https://hmamembers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/EC_proposal_to_amend_EUDR-10-2025.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-ambassadors-rebel-against-commissions-deforestation-plans/
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Trade continues to dominate the issue set in 
Washington, D.C., even as the government shut down 
continues. Most recently, all eyes have been on the 
negotiations between the U.S. and China. During 
meetings last in South Korea, President Trump and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed to a framework 
trade deal. The White House released a Fact Sheet 
outlining the details of the deal reached between 
the U.S. and China. Among the commitments made 
by China was resuming purchases of U.S. soybeans, 
sorghum, and hardwood logs. It is unclear if there are 
additional Chinese purchase requirements, including 
hardwood lumber, in the agreement, the Hardwood 
Federation will continue working with Congressional 
and Administration officials to answer this question. 

The Trump Administration also has initiated a 301 
Investigation of China’s Implementation of the Phase 
One Trade Deal, which did require hardwood lumber 
purchases. The Hardwood Federation will submit 
comments noting commits to purchase U.S. hardwood 
lumber were not met. 

Below is more information on the actions the 
Federation has taken over the last few months related 
to trade and updates on other key activities in our 
nation’s capitol.

What has the Federation Done on Trade and Tariffs?
The Hardwood Federation’s focus since the polls 
closed in November 2024 has been trade, tariffs, and 
their potential (and real) impact on the U.S. hardwood 
sector. Immediately following the 2024 elections, the 
Hardwood Federation pivoted to focusing primarily 
on the potential implications on trade and tariffs 
policies of the incoming Trump Administration. Staff, 
working with members of the Board and the team 
at the American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) 
developed a proposed formula for trade related relief 
as well as informational materials about the impacts 
of the 2018–2019 trade dispute with China. 

Hardwood Federation Executive Director Dana 
Lee Cole and consultant Pat Rita met with key 
members of Congress and their staff—even before 
the inauguration—to remind or educate them of the 
impacts of 2018. This included House and Senate 
Chairs of Agriculture and Natural Resources, House 
Ways and Means, and Senate Finance. The Hardwood 
Federation has established relationships with most 
of these members and staff over the years. As new 
Administration officials were appointed, the Hardwood 
Federation team met with them as well, focusing 
on the White House, Commerce, the U.S. Trade 
Representative, and Agriculture.

To supplement efforts, in June a group of Hardwood 
Federation Board members and industry companies 
raised supplemental dollars to fund a multi-month 
contract with Monument Advocacy to bring more 
depth, resources, and contacts to our efforts. This 
effort has resulted in additional meetings with 
Administration officials, particularly at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and new materials for 
sharing the breadth of the hardwood industry in 
the U.S., economic impact on communities, and a 
website targeted towards policy makers.

Hardwood Letter Generates Press Coverage
On October 14, the Hardwood Federation transmitted 
a letter to Trump Administration officials making 
the case that U.S. hardwood companies should 
be included in any trade assistance programs 
addressing agriculture industries that are negatively 
impacted by trade and tariff policies. While farmers—
particularly those who harvest soybeans—are the 
focus of significant attention as exports have slowed, 
it is important for decision makers at the highest 
level to understand that the hardwood industry, an 
important agricultural industry sector, also is suffering 
from uncertain global markets. The letter was sent to 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins, 
U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Howard 
Lutkin, U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, and U.S. 
Trade Representative Jamieson Greer. More than 
450 hardwood mills, manufacturers, yards, logging 
companies, and suppliers signed on to the letter.

The industry letter has resulted in significant attention 
from the press. Articles from home states also are 
being shared with members of Congress. The Federal 
Government shutdown has closed many office doors, 
but officials are still working in their home states. 

You can see a sample of recent stories covering 
the letter here. And we are not done yet. Monument 
continues to share the letter with state and local press 
outlets, and connect hardwood industry members 
with journalists as requested. If you have press 
contacts in your local area, feel free to share the letter 
and encourage coverage.

Trade and Tariff Talk
by Dana Lee Cole  
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/11/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-strikes-deal-on-economic-and-trade-relations-with-china/
https://hmamembers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Hardwood-Federation-Industry-Sign-on-Letter-Signed.pdf
https://www.hardwoodheartland.com/media
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The Link is published each month exclusively for 
members of the Hardwood Manufacturers Association. 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the HMA; 
HMA staff welcomes comments and questions.

Hardwood Manufacturers Association
2681 Sidney Street, Office 128
Pittsburgh, PA  15203
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@american_hardwds

@AmericanHardwds

@HardwoodManufacturersAssociation

@AmericanHardwoods
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ThanksgivingThanksgiving
HappyHappy

Attention golfers! HMA will host its fourth annual Golf 
Tournament in conjunction with our 2026 National 
Conference and Expo on Wednesday, March 25, 
at Bent Creek Golf Course, the Jacksonville area’s 
premier public golf course with Bermuda grass greens 
and plush fairways.

Tee times begin at 9:15 am, and accommodations 
will be made for golfers who are attending HMA and 
SCMA meetings. Golfers are responsible for their own 
transportation to and from the course.

The cost is $100 for golf, cart rental, and lunch. Spots 
are limited, so tee up today at HMAmembers.org.

A number of sponsorship opportunities also are up 
for grabs. As always, funds raised will support the 
promotion of American hardwoods. And remember, 
you can be a sponsor even if you’re not golfing. 

Questions? Email golf organizer Peter McCarty at 
PeterM@tsman.com.

http://HMAmembers.org
http://HardwoodInfo.com
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://www.facebook.com/HardwoodManufacturersAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
https://web.hmamembers.org/atlas/events/2026-natcon-golf-tournament-9192/details

