Building a Stronger Industry

by lan Faight
Executive Vice President, HMA

We've almost made it to the end
of 2025 and | don’t know about
you, but I'm ready for a fresh

start in the new year. Our industry
contfinues to face challenges, but
here's o hoping 2026 provides
more opporfunities and improved
business conditions.

Overall, HMA did have a memorable
year. We hade two well-attended
Regional Meetings and another
successful National Conference. For
that, | am very thankful.

HMA staff is busy making plans for our 2026 National
Conference and Expo, which will take place
Wednesday-Friday, March 25-27, af the Hyatt
Regency Riverfront in Jacksonville, Florida. We're
preparing another excellent slate of informative
learning sessions and the Expo portion will offer
the industry’s best opportunities to meet with top
suppliers and vendors. We're just a few months

out, so make sure you fake care of registering and
securing your hotel room.You can find more details
on the next page or online at HMAmembers.org. |
look forward o seeing you in Jacksonville!

There's one last order of business that I'd like to

bring to your attention. In the coming days, we'll

be reaching out and asking you to complete a

2026 Dues Recalculation Form. Effective March

1, your HMA membership dues will be basted on
your previous year's production. If your form is not
returned by January 20, dues will be billed at the last
reported production levels. We appreciate your help
with completing the forms.

In the meantime, feel free to reach out to me at
ian@hardwood.org with any questions, share ideas,

or to simply talk shop.
That's all for now. Enjoy the holidays!
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Thank You, NatCon Sponsors!

HMA would like to recognize the companies listed
below for going above and beyond in their support of
HMA and our 2026 National Conference and Expo.

Learn more about their companies by stopping by their
booths during Expo hours or by clicking on their logos.
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Have a Merry Christmas

As 2025 winds o a close, HMA staff wishes you a Merry

Christmas and best wishes for 2026!


https://hmamembers.org/2026-hma-national-conference-and-expo/
https://contund.com/
https://taylorforklifts.com/
https://www.usnr.com/en/page/home
https://www.rpmachinery.com/
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2026 HMA National Conference and Expo
Wednesday-Friday, March 25-27 | Jacksonville, Florida
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It's Time to Make Your National Conference and Expo Plans

In just a few months, HMA members, non-members,
industry suppliers, and industry stakeholders will

be gathering at the Hyatt Regency Riverfront

in Jacksonville, Florida, for HMA's 2026 National
Conferene and Expo. Will you be joining us
Wednesday-Friday, March 25-27, to get ready for the
hardwood industry’s Resurgence?

The three-day conference will be packed with
meetings, inspiring speakers, thought-provoking
learning sessions; and of course, the expo hours and
receptions will provide the networking opportunities
you've come to expect from HMA events.

Register Today and Save

Registration quick and easy at HMAmembers.org.

As a reminder, HMA's signature event is open o

all hardwood lumber producers, processors, and
suppliers—members, non-members, and stakeholders.

B HMA Members & Promotion Contributors | $650
B SCMA Members| $650
B Non-Members | $800

Nofte: Rates increase by 10% after February 27.

Consider Becoming a NatCon Sponsor

Sign on as a 2026 HMA National Conference and
Expo sponsor fo stand out from the crowd. HMA will
spotlight your company leading up to and during the
event, as well as throughout all of 2026! Contact us
foday at 412.244.0440 or info@hardwood.org.

Platinum Sponsorships | $2,500

Choice of: President’s Dinner + Wednesday Opening
Reception « Thursday Reception with Named
Specialty Beverage « Lanyards « Swag Bags + Hotel
Key Cards - Thursday or Friday Opening Session -
NatCon Events Guide (full-page ad, inferior front or
back page cover)

Gold Sponsorships | $2,000

Choice of: Jacksonville Express Rail Trail* « Folders for
Key Cards « Thursday or Friday Breakfast « Vendor-Expo
Café Lunch « Thursday or Friday Opening Session *
The Link and/or Mid-Month Update Ad + Events Guide
(fulpage ad)

Silver Sponsorships | $1,500

Choice of: Water Stations * Thursday Beverage Bar -+
Thursday Snack Bar * Thursday Vendor Snack Shack -
Friday Coffee Stations

Bronze Sponsorships | $750

Choice of: Wednesday NextGen Leaders Council &
HMA Board of Directors Luncheon « Thursday General
Learning Sessions * Events Guide (half-page ad)

*The Jacksonville Express Rail Trail sponsorship
supports our valued exhibifors and encourages
vendor engagement during the Expo portion of our
event. HMA members who complete stops along the
frail will be entered fo win prizes.


https://hmamembers.org/2026-hma-national-conference-and-expo/
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Calling All Industry Suppliers

Does your company specialize in manufacturing
equipment or providing services to the hardwood - ,| |1. e | E |"r|§_
S

industry? If so, you will want to join us in Jacksonville to .
meet with current and potential customers. i w[n[o]u[u]u[u]e[=]H . ‘

Reserve your booth space today. And as a reminder, P ——
booths are reserved on a first-come, first-served 1 non o "-_.1
basis. For an up-to-date look at available booths, visit s DDOE | E--[-E b
HMAmembers.org. [] Avaitabée Bacths Loarning Sussions
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Reach out to lan Faight at ian@hardwood.org fo
secure your exhibit space and package.

Book Your Accommodations

The Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront will be
our home away from home during our stay in the
Sunshine State.

Rooms are available at a discounted rate of $199/

night. Book your stay at tiny.cc/natcon2026 or call
800.233.1234. and mention group code G-HWMA.The

reservation deadline is March 2.

How About a Round of Golf?

HMA will host its fourth annual Golf Tournament in
conjunction with our 2026 National Conference and
Expo on Wednesday, March 25, at Bent Creek Golf
Course, the Jacksonville area’s premier public golf
course with Bermuda grass greens and plush fairways.

Tee times begin at 9:15 am, and accommodations
will be made for golfers who are attending HMA and
SCMA meetings. Golfers are responsible for their own
fransportation to and from the course.

The cost is $100 for golf, cart rental, and lunch.
Spots are limited, so be sure to register ftoday at

HMAmembers.org.

Sponsorships also are available! Funds raised will
support the work of the Hardwood Federation. And
remember, you can be a sponsor even if you're
not golfing.

Questions? Email golf organizer Peter McCarty at
PeterM@tsman.com.


https://web.hmamembers.org/atlas/events/2026-natcon-golf-tournament-9192/details
https://hmamembers.org/exhibitor-booths/
http://tiny.cc/natcon2026
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American Hardwood Information Center
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Hardwood Furnishings for the Nursery—and Beyond

Making the nursery and other children’s spaces

safe, healthy, and beautiful is every parent’s goal.
Strong and natural, American Hardwoods™ can help
achieve it: from the reassuring solidity of a crib to the
cozy ease of bunk beds, from the satisfying feel of
carved toys to the charm of kid-size furniture, and from
the tidiness of well-conceived storage to the warmth
of architectural millwork. *Materials matter for those
who matter most,” says lan Faight of the American
Hardwood Information Center. "Hardwoods like oak,
maple, cherry, and walnut offer durability, low-emission
performance, and an organic sense of comfort—
qualities that support children’s well-being and safety
while standing up to everyday use.” Here are six
examples of hardwood doing just that.

The Childspose panel crib by
Green Cradle Organic Home
and Baby (greencradle.
com) is as gorgeous—and
as safe—a nursery essential
as you could wish for. Made
in the U.S. from 100 percent
solid hardwood, it's not only
sturdy and durable but also finished with non-toxic,
VOC-ree natural linseed oil, so baby—and you—can
breathe easy. Offered in maple, oak, cherry, or walnut,
the crib is an heirloom in the making. Photo courtesy
of Green Cradle
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Growing kids need furniture
that can keep up. Waverly
bunk beds by Room & Board
(roomandboard.com) do
just that, with solid hardwood
construction—walnut or
natural or painted maple—
and smart, space-saving
twin-overtwin or twin-over-
full configurations. Suitable for ages 6 and up, the
versatile piece delivers safety and ease while giving a
shared room a fun, vertical lift. Photo courtesy of Room
& Board

The solid maple Kiddie Car
frorm Community Playthings
T (communityplaythings.
T com) taps info something
L 2 0 tfimeless: the simple pleasure

of a wooden foy built to

be touched, pushed, and

passed along. Rounded
edges and a nontoxic finish highlight the wood’s
warmth, recalling generations of hand-carved
playthings that gained character through use.

Available in two sizes—for ages 1-2 and 2-4—it's
robust, tactile, and appealingly uncomplicated, a
reminder that the best foys often begin with honest
wood. Photo courtesy of Community Playthings

The Kids Set by EARL
(earhome.com) brings
sophisticated design and
superb craftsmanship info a
child’s everyday world. With
a round table and chairs

in meticulously finished
hardwood—walnut/maple, white oak or ebonized
oak—it gives children a tangible introduction to
thoughtful material and joinery. Aesthetically elevated,
yet durable and entirely approachable, it encourages
play, creativity, and early appreciation for well-made
objects. Photo by Jenny Kim

The custom wall-mounted

storage unit in this Miami

kids’ room by Agsia Design

(agsia.com) brings

shipshape order with = iy

o~
welcome burst of energy. ||r Hfﬂ '

Crafted in solid oak, the mix
of drawers, cabinets, and

open cubbies keeps toys and supplies within easy
reach, while the glossy enamel paint on the doors
and drawer fronts animates the room with bright color,
inviting kids to dive intfo whatever enticements the
compartments may hold. Photo by Moris Moreno
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In this remodeled
Washington, DC, basement
rec room, Wentworth
Architects & Builders
(wentworthstudio.com) use
hardwood millwork to create
a space that suits kids and
adults alike. Wrapping the
structural columns in solid
maple slats infroduces a sense of play and discovery
for children while giving the room the clean visual
order grownups prefer—equally ready for games
and crafts or quiet conversation and a cup of coffee.
Photograph by Stacy Zarin Goldberg.

Visit hardwoodinfo.com for more about using
American hardwoods in your home.


http://hardwoodinfo.com

The Latest from Capitol Hill

by Dana Lee Cole
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation
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USDA Announces Row

Crop Farmer Relief

On December 8, the Trump
Administration announced that
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
will make $12 billion available

in one time bridge payments to
American farmers in response fo
temporary tfrade market disruptions
and increased production costs.
Of the $12 billion provided, up fo $11 billion will be
used for the Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program,
which provides broad relief to U.S. row crop farmers
who produce barley, chickpeas, corn, cotton, lentils,
oafts, peanuts, peas, rice, sorghum, soybeans, wheat,
canola, cranbe, flax, mustard, rapeseed, safflower,
sesame, and sunflower.

The remaining $1 billion of the $12 billion in bridge
payments will be reserved for specialty crops and
commodities not covered in the FBA Program. Details
including which commodities are eligible, program
guidelines and timelines for those payments are

still under development and require additional
understanding of market impacts and economic
needs.The Hardwood Federation in conjunction with
our partners at Monument Advocacy are in contact
with White House and USDA officials about including
U.S. hardwood as an eligible commodity within this
secondary program. We will continue to provide
updates as possible.

Assistance for Pellet Producers Announced

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
announced on November 21 that USDA is accepting
applications to expand the production of advanced
biofuels. USDA will make $7 million available under the
Advanced Biofuel Payment Program, a provision of the
One Big Beautiful Bill. Through this program, producers
will receive payments to help offset costs associated
with the production of advanced biofuels. Examples
of advanced biofuels include biodiesel, ethanol,
electricity and biogas produced from anaerobic
digesters, solid fuels, and wood pellets.The enroliment
period for producers to sign up to participate for
Fiscal Year 2026 is October 1 to December 15, 2025.
Producers who participated in the program in Fiscal
Year 2025 and new producers must enroll fo receive
payments.

Click here for more information on enroliment,
or contact the State Rural Development Energy
Coordinator in the state where the applicant is
headquartered
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Career and Technical Education Gets A Hearing
The theater has been relatively dark on the workforce
development/CTE front. However, on November 19,
the House Education and Workforce Committee’s
Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary and
Secondary Education held a hearing titled "From
Classroom to Career: Strengthening Skills Pathways
Through CTE”

Last year, Congress came close to reauthorizing

the bedrock statute that underpins our workforce
development infrastructure in the U.S.This is the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
that has not been updated since 2014. Bipartisan
inferest in WIOA reform and reauthorization exists as
evidenced by hearings earlier in the year in the House
and Senate that focused on WIOA improvements that
would address challenges in connecting job seekers
with available opportunities. A Stronger Workforce for
America Act remains the focal point of discussions,
including provisions to:

® Dedicate 50% of funding to skills tfraining and
supportive services

m Establish “critical industry skills funds” for upskilling
workers in priority industries

B Enhance employer partnerships and streamline
program accountability

Hardwood Economic Impact Data Finalized

In 2019, member associations of the Hardwood
Federation came together to fund and released the
first national survey of the economic impact of the
U.S. Hardwood Industry. Based on 2016-2017 data, the
most recent available at the time, the report showed
the significant impact generated by the domestic
manufacture of hardwood products.

Thanks to significant financial support from the

U.S. Endowment for Forests and Families, as well as
generous contributions from 10 Federation members,
these reports have now been now been updated
using 2022 federal economic census data; again
the most recently available data. As in 2019, the data
showed significant economic impact of the industry
on the national as a whole as well as in individuall

states. (2022 Report)

To reflect the redlities of our current time, this work
was supplemented by a look at the impacts of

these challenges between 2022 and 2025.The
Supplemental Report may be viewed here. SP Globall
conducted the analysis.


https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/advanced-biofuelpayment-program
https://hardwoodfederation.wildapricot.org/page-1650111
https://hmamembers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Hardwood-Federation-Economic-Impact-Analysis-Supplemental-Analysis.pdf
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The Government Shutdown is Over, Now What?

by Dana Lee Cole
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation

On November 12, the U.S. House of Representatives
finally passed legislation (H.R.5371) to end the
longest government funding lapse in history—a U.S.
government shutdown that lasted 43 days.The vote
fo fund the government was largely along party
lines (222-209) and President signed the measure
shortly thereafter. The bill extends funding for federal
government operations through January 30, 2026,
and includes full fiscal year 2026 appropriations for
the Departments of Agriculture and Veterans Affairs,
as well as Legislative Branch Operations.The good
news for the hardwood industry is that by including
full 2026 funding for USDA, vital programs for the
agricultural sector, including program funding for
the export promotion programs that support the
American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC), should
not be disrupted for at least another year. However,
departments and agencies outside of Agriculture
and Veterans affairs will have to wait until January
fo confirm their budgets as Congress and the
White House continue to negotiate. While no one is
seriously anticipating another shutdown in January,
it is probably not wise to completely discount the
possibility.

The package currently in play buys Congress 11

more weeks to finalize funding negotiations on the
remaining fiscal 2026 spending bills. The Senate plans
o take up consideration before Thanksgiving of four
appropriations bills reported out of committee earlier
this year.These include Defense, Labor-HHS-Education,
Commerce-Justice-Science and Transportation-HUD.
Not yet on deck is the FY 2026 funding for the Interior,
Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations
bill, which funds critical programs including the Wood
Innovation (WIG) and Community Wood Grant (CWG)
programs. (Although WIG and CWG are administered
by the US Forest Service located within the Agriculture
Department, funding flows from the Inferior budget.)
The Interior bill also includes our policy rider enacted
in 2017 and renewed every year since that calls upon
EPA, DOE and USDA to recognize the carbon neutrality
of forest-based biomass energy. With staunch
supporter Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) chairing the
Senate Appropriations Committee, we anticipate that
the biomass rider will once again be reauthorized for
FY 2026.

The Farm Bill, the five-year bill which historically has
addressed many of the hardwood industry’s priorities
has been split into two pieces this year after being
extended twice without full reauthorization. The
budget reconciliation Law (One Big Beautiful Bill Act
or OBBBA) signed by the President July 4 included
the major policy and spending components that
typically drive the Farm Bill rewriting process. Row
crop agriculture insurance and dairy and nutrition
programs that were enacted as part of OBBBA
received extensive press coverage. Importantly for
exporters, including U.S. hardwood exporters, also
included as part of that measure were provisions
doubling funding for the Market Access and Foreign
Market Development programs, the funding source
for many of AHEC's activities. While that was great
news for our sector’s export promotion efforts, other
Hardwood Federation-supported programs that do
not enjoy mandatory funding were left out of OBBBA.
Wood Innovation and Community Wood Grant
programs, which provide critical funds to support
innovative wood product manufacturing facilities and
combined heat and power biomass projects across
the country were left out as was the Forest Inventory
and Analysis Program (FIA) that collects data on
standing fimber and forest health in the U.S.

However, the government funding deal does include
a one-year extension of the remaining provisions of
the 2018 Farm Bill that were not reauthorized as part
OBBBA. Along with export promotion funding, FIA
funding is now authorized through the end of the next
fiscal year—September 30, 2026. However, as noted
above, WIG and CWG programs will not be authorized
for funding until the Interior bill passes Congress and
is signed by the President.

Government funding and finances are complicated
and hard to understand as a rule, but this past year
has been particularly challenging keeping everything
straight.The Hardwood Federation has worked closely
with House and Senate Agriculture leadership to
make sense of a very dense situation. We will continue
fo track, engage, and report as we move to the next
phase of the budget process.
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Thank You for Supporting American Hardwoods in 2025

The Hardwood Manufacturers Association (HMA) - JL .
would like to take this opportunity to recognize and =
thank you, all the HMA member and non-member
companies who have confributed to our American
Hardwoods education/promotion campaign. Your
conftributions speak volumes.Thank you for keeping
hardwood promotion on your priority list.

Over the past year—via The American Hardwood
Information Center at Hardwoodlinfo.com—we were
able to produce new editorial features and monthly
blog posts, maintain active social media profiles,
educate architects and designers through two
Continuing Education Units, and so much more.

On behalf of all industry stakeholders, HMA applauds

the extra effort of the following contributors for their
generosi’ry. Photo courtesy of Peachey Hardwood Flooring

HMA Member Contributors Non-Member Contiributors

AT Lumber Company Cedar Creek Hardwoods

Baillie Lumber Co. Cotton-Hanlon, Inc.

Bingaman & Sons Lumber, Inc.  Hardwood Market Report

Cersosimo Lumber Co. Maoxwell Hardwood Flooring

Dwight Lewis Lumber Co. National Hardwood Magazine

East Perry Lumber Co. Sl Dry Kilns

Hanafee Brothers Sawmill Swaner Hardwood Company
Company, Inc. W.M. Cramer Lumber Co

Jerry G. Williams & Sons, Inc.
Kretz Lumber Company, Inc.
Middle Tennessee Lumber Co.
MO PAC Lumber

Mueller Brothers Timber
Stella-Jones Corporation

The Turman Group

Wellborn Cabinet, Inc.
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Only through industry support and collaboration can

+
promotional efforts, designed fo inspire a renewed + _
preference for American Hardwoods, continue. THn N K VU U
To add your company name to these lists of — —_—
supporters, contact info@hardwood.org. +

The Link is published each month exclusively for Follow Us
members of the Hardwood Manufacturers Association. e
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the HMA; ﬂ | @HardwoodManufacturersAssociation

HMA staff welcomes comments and questions.
9 | @AmericanHardwoods
Hardwood Manufacturers Association

2681 Sidney Street, Office 128 | @american_hardwds
Pittsburgh, PA 15203

o | @AmericanHardwds
Phone 412.244.0440 Web HMAmembers.org
Email info@hardwood.org HardwoodInfo.com


http://HMAmembers.org
http://HardwoodInfo.com
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://www.facebook.com/HardwoodManufacturersAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
http://HardwoodInfo.com

