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Building a Stronger Industry

by lan Faight
Executive Vice President, HMA

Is it just me or is 2026 flying by af a
record pace? Winter meetings are
in the books, spring meetings are
wrapping up, and summer is only
days away.

Before we get there, I'd like o take
the time to thank the more than 50
HMA members, non-members, and
industry suppliers who made the frek
fo Wausau, Wisconsin, a few weeks
back for HMA's Spring Regional Meeting. I'm happy
fo report that it was a couple of days well spent in
The Badger State, filled with five excellent facility tours,
valuable fime for networking, and the camaraderie
that comes along with an HMA Regional meeting.

Thank you to our Wisconsin hosts for opening

their doors and showing us around: Kretz Lumber
Company, Antigo; Menominee Tribal Enterprises,
Neopit; Menzner Hardwoods, Marathon; Northcentral
Technical College, Anfigo; and NWH, Dorchester. Your
operations are impressive and I'm always surprised
that no matter how many mill and yard tours | go on,
there’s always a takeaway from each one.

Of course, a lot goes into putting on a successful
Regional meeting. And with that said, one last

shout ouf goes to our meeting sponsors: Eagle
Machinery and Supply, Menzner Hardwoods, and TS
Manufacturing. Thank you for your generous support!

And for those of you who were able to make it to
Wisconsin, you had the pleasure of meeting HMA's
new employee, Geoff Nelson. Geoff’s official start
date was June 8, but he made the frip fo Wisconsin to
get a crash course on the hardwood industry and a
firsthand look at one of HMA's core member services.
You'll be hearing more from Geoff soon, but feel

free o send an email to geoff@hardwood.org and
welcome him to the HMAI

Next up is a trip fo Washington, D.C., for the Hardwood
Federation’s 2026 Fly-In. If you've never been to one

of these events, their real value is in meeting with our
elected officials and their staff to share our industry’s

stories, successes, struggles, and ways our Senators
and Representatives can use their voices to make a
difference for the hardwood industry.

Dana Cole, executive director of the Hardwood
Federation, and her tfeam do an incredible job
arranging a day’s worth of meetings for all attendees,
ensuring we can make the most of our time on
Capitol Hill. t's a lot of work and does not go
unnoticed.Thank you, Danal

Now, let’s get back to the countdown fo summer.

o

Now Accepting Susan M. Regan
Memorial Scholarship Applications

HMA is accepting applications for Susan M.
Regan Memorial Scholarships. The program was
established in memory of Susan M. Regan, who
served as HMA Executive Vice President from
1990-2007.

Recognizing the need for skilled industry

professionals, the HMA offers up to three annual
scholarships to qualified students enrolled in an
accredited forestry or wood products program.

All of the scholarship deftails, eligibility
requirements, and a scholarship application are

available ot HMAmembers.org.

Completed applications, along with transcripts
and references, are due by January 31, 2027.

If you know of an eligible student who could
benefit from financial assistance, put them in
fouch with lan Faight at ian@hardwood.org.



https://hmamembers.org/susan-m-regan-memorial-scholarship/
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HMA's Spring Regional Meeting Recap in Photos

Click and image fo view more photos from each four stop.

Kretz Lumber Company | Antigo, Wisconsin

Northcentral Technical College | Antigo, Wisconsin
y WS,



https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17sAhoqWZU/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1SC3aRJJXi/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17cZuMcApV/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CsErFZcw6/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BLZnaWw8f/
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Hardwood on Ceilings and Walls

by Wendly Silverstein

When it comes to home flooring, American
Hardwoods™ are a given—a peerless foundation

on which to build warm and welcoming interiors. But
apply those familiar boards to the ceiling—or run
them up the wall—and something very interesting
happens.The material stops being a passive
expanse and becomes dynamic, three-dimensional
architecture. Overhead, wood planks bring visual and
acoustic softness to spaces that might otherwise feel
cold or cavernous. On walls, they infroduce textures,
fonalities, and a quietly natural presence that other
finishes can’t replicate. Used on all three surfaces
tfogether, the effect is immersive: an environment that
feels genuinely sheltered. Here is a trio of spaces—a
living room, a bedroom, and a bathroom—that make
the case.

In this Dallas living room,
Smitharc Architecture

+ Inferiors and Jean

Liu Design take the
hardwood floor-ceiling-
wall concept all the way,
cladding each surface
with identically milled
and stained white-

oak planks.The effect

is enveloping without
feeling heavy, thanks

fo the pale, honeyed
tonality of the stain and
the room’s generous
proportions. Throwing a
glow across the woodwork, concealed cove lighting
in the wall panel behind the custom sofa adds

a note of subtle theatricality, while the oversized
globe pendants from Moooi provide counterpoint—

diaphanous, organic forms floating within an organic,

yet crisply tailored, sefting.

In the primary bedroom
of this Newport Beach,
California, home—
positioned fo capture
sweeping views of the
harbor—architect Bill
Guidero and Morrison
Interiors deploy white
oak with notable
sophistication. Narrow,

cathedral ceiling read
warm and expressive,
their ray fleck catching light across the full span of the
room. Below, wider rift-sawn floorboards in a lighter,

natural stain result in a tight, linear grain with minimal
figuration—quieter and more restrained where the
ceiling is characterful. Same species, two cuts, two
finishes: a lesson in how much range a single material
can carry.

In this Alameda
County,
California,
house built for
an artist with an
exacting eye

for beauty and
environmental
responsibility,
architect Andrew
Mann specified
FSC-certified, plain-sawn white oak for every interior
surface: walls, ceilings, floors, doors, and casework.
In the bathroom, the vanity reads as an organic
extension of the enclosing shell. The horizontal
paneling, composed of four different board widths
arranged according to precise compositional rules,
rewards close affention with quiet, structured variety.
A Va-inch reveal at every corner—detailing that
accommodates the wood’s natural movement—
exposes the boards’ end grain, confirming the
material as solid timber throughout.

b

American Hardwoods’

HMA Promotion $s at Work

Visit HardwoodIlnfo.com for more inspiring content
to share with your audiences and potential
customers. Editorial features like Hardwood on

Ceilings and Walls are posted regularly.

To learn more about the American Hardwood
Information Center’s promotion and education
initiatives, reach out fo info@hardwood.org.

plain-sawn planks on the  Wendy Silverstein is a former editor at Architectural

Digest, Home, Kitchen & Bath Customer Planner, and
Home/Style magazines. A consultant to the design
industry, she works closely with interior designers,
architects, and other professionals in the field.


http://HardwoodInfo.com

The Latest from Capitol Hill

by Dana Lee Cole
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation

Wood Innovation Grants
Included in Fiscal 2027 Interior
Appropriations Bill

On June 3, the House
Appropriations Committee
approved the Fiscal Year 2027
Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies appropriations bill. The
vote was 35-27.The committee-
passed measure includes $30
million for the Wood Innovation Grant (WIG) program,
which funds cutting-edge wood manufacturing
projects around the country.

The Hardwood Federation tfeam was part of a
coalition advocating for a “plus up” to $40 million, but
we are pleased with this number and the committee’s
recognition that WIG is an important program
necessary to spur markets for wood products.

The measure also includes $18 million for the
Community Wood Energy program, a $3 million
increase over the current funding level. Community
Wood also provides money for wood manufacturing,
but its emphasis is on biomass heating and power
projects. This program is critical for building markets for
sawmill residuals.

One final notable in this bill is language reauthorizing
the Hardwood Federation-supported provision
directing the Environmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Department
of Energy to recognize forest-based biomass fuels and
energy as “carbon neutral” in any environmental or
energy policymaking.

Farm Bill Text Imminent

The Hardwood Federation picked up signals that the
Senate Agriculture Committee may release text of

a Farm Bill reauthorization measure sometime next
week, which would coincide nicely with our Capitol Hill
Fly-In. If a committee draft does emerge in the coming
days, the Hardwood Federation team will promptly
prepare a summary and make that available.

Recall, that the House approved its version of a Farm
Bill reauthorization measure at the end of April on a
224-200 vote. We remain hopeful that the Senate will
act expeditiously and that Congress delivers a final
product tfo the President before the August recess.
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U.S and China Establish Board of Trade

A key outcome of the recent summit between
President Trump and his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping is the establishment of a Board of Trade, a
bi-nation group that work to address long-standing
economic policy differences between the two
countries. In particular, the Trump Administration has
cited reducing tariffs on at least $30 billion on “non-
sensitive” goods traded between the two countries.
Although details about the Board are limited,
indications from the Administration are that the goods
in question are primarily agricultural in nature.

Prior to the Summit, the Hardwood Federation Board
of Directors sent a letter to the U.S. Trade Ambassador
(USTR) reminding them that China agreed to
hardwood lumber purchase targets as part of the
Phase One Trade Agreement in 2019, targets that
were inferrupted due to COVID and other issues. The
Federation Board encouraged USTR to re-engage
China on purchase agreements of hardwood
lumber as part of Summit negotiations. With the
announcement of the Board of Trade, the Federation
will confinue to push the Administration to add lumber
to discussions both privately and through the public
comment period that we anticipate will begin shortly.

The Federation also is working on bi-partisan letters
from both the House and Senate encouraging

the Administration to include lumber in upcoming
discussions with China, both at the Board of Trade
level and at the second Summit scheduled for later
this September.

Administration engagement with China around
lumber purchase agreements will be a key issue
of discussion for the upcoming Fly-In, along with
economic relief for the industry, the Farm Bill,
Transportation, and the EUDR.

v/
p

HARDWOOD
FEDERATION
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Engagement Matters at the Hardwood Federation Fly-In

by Dana Lee Cole
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation

This month, nearly 60 members of the U.S. hardwood attached. We will be asking the Administration and
industry will join the Hardwood Federation tfeam in Members of Congress to find such a vehicle and
Washington, D.C., to meet with Members of Congress, move this important package forward...of course
Congressional Staff, and Trump Administration maintaining the carve out for the industry. This will
Officials. This is an important annual event, even more be our top priority.

important now when the noise level on Capitol Hill is
at an alltime high.The Federation works full-fime in
D.C., focused solely on the issues that impact your
company, your employees, and the federal policies
that impact your business. Our presence is important
to consistently carry a unified message from the

31 hardwood industry associations that comprise
the Hardwood Federation. However, there is nothing
like hearing directly from those engaged in a daily
basis at home, in the districts and states where
voters reside. Voters that make the decisions fo elect
Representatives, Senators, and Presidents to office.

B Transportation: The Transportation Bill should be
seeing significant action during the industry’s
fime in D.C. We will ask that a few key provisions
that directly impact the industry be included
in the final bill. We have heard from hardwood
companies over the years frustration about fruck
weight limitations on the interstate highways
system. Based on this long-time concern within the
industry and our ongoing efforts on this issue, Fly-in
attendees will advocate for comprehensive gross
vehicle weight language in the Transportation
Bill that will allow frucks carrying logs, chips, or
biomass fraveling at the maximum gross weight
on state roads to access the interstate highway
system within each state’s lines.

® Farm Bill: The Farm Bill has been waiting for
reauthorization for over two years.There is some
hope that reauthorization can finally happen this
year and that three important programs for the
hardwood industry will be included:

® The Wood Innovation Grant Program,
a valuable source of funding to support

Hardwood Federation Fly—ln attendees will focus on innovative uses of U.S. timber.
a short list of key issues.This helps keep the message )
focused and emphasizes the unified interest and W The Community Wood Energy Program fo
importance of our ask.This year, hardwood leaders will encourage consumers to convert fo highly
focus on the following: efficient biomass thermal heating systems.
® Advocating for Hardwood Economic Relie: B The Jobs in the Woods Act to fund forestry and
The current domestic and global economic forest product specific job training.

uncertainty is having a significant impact on

the ability of hardwood processors to maintain
operations.This crisis is not a recent development,
but a situation that has been developing over
the last several years, and is related to several
factors including the rise of competing look-

alike products, declines in home building starts,
reduced market share of key trading partners,

Of course, the most important thing we will ask

our participants to do is o share their experience.
Educate policy leaders about how current policies
and economic conditions are playing a role every
day in their ability to successfully run a hardwood
company in 2026. Bringing a slice of the day-to-day
reality of working in the hardwood industry is the most
valuable thing that will be shared during our meetings

and the rising cost of machinery and supplies. on The Hil.

The Federation, working with our partners and

Monument Advocacy, has been successful in We are looking forward to the Fly-in, as we always do.
including $200 million for the hardwood industry It is busy few days, but well worth everyone's fime...

in a proposed agriculture relief package that and sore feet. We look forward to sharing the results of
is currently sitting in the Senate waiting for an our visits with you soon!

appropriate legislative vehicle o which it can be
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Rememberlng Donald H. Overmyer

Donald Howard Overmyer, Jr.,
of Linden, Alabama, passed
away peacefully at UAB
Palliative Care on May 21,
2026, at the age of 88. He was
born on December 11, 1937,
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, to
Donald Howard Overmyer, Sr.
and Ruth Elberfeld Overmyer.
He graduated from Baylor
High School in 1956 and later
attended the University of
Alabama.

Don began his career in Linden with Menlo Wood
Products, a division of his family’s Chattanooga

Box and Lumber Company. In those early years, he
fraveled weekly between Chattanooga and Linden
to oversee the pecker wood sawmill, which produced
lumber for Coca-Cola crates and ammunition boxes
during an important period in American history.

After a devastating fire destroyed the mill in the early

1960s, he purchased the property from his family and,

in 1963, reopened it as Linden Lumber Company,
beginning a lifelong commitment fo Linden and
Marengo County.Through vision, determination, and
innovation, he grew Linden Lumber Company and its
related businesses to employ more than 900 people
across three locations at its peak and sold lumber
and flooring products all over the world.

The Link is published each month exclusively for
members of the Hardwood Manufacturers Association.
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the HMA;
HMA staff welcomes comments and questions.

Widely respected as a leader and trailblazer in the
hardwood industry, he was known for his forward-
thinking approach, strong work ethic, and active
involvement in the Hardwood Manufacturers
Association, where he served as President, on the
board of directors, and on the executive committee
during the 1980s. Despite his many accomplishments,
he remained humble and quietly helped countless
individuals throughout his life, never seeking
recognition or praise.

He is survived by his daughter, Kathryn O. Earthman
(Webb); son, Hugh V. Overmyer (Adrienne); daughter,
Sarah Strother Perdue (Bruce); sister, Susan Ragland;
grandchildren, Caroline Stephens (Wil), Henry
Overmyer (Liza), Sarah Overmyer, Eva Overmyer,
Rachel Schindler (Steve), Ashley Earthman, John
Miller Perdue, and James Brittin Perdue; one great-
grandson, William Stewart Stephens, Jr., and two
great-granddaughters Grace Frances Schindler and
Gwendolyn Elizabeth Schindler. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Marjorie Strother Overmyer; and son,
Michael Keith Overmyer.

A memorial service was held on June 8 at Faunsdale
Presbyterian Church, officiated by Rev. George McKee.

Memorial contributions may be mailed to Faunsdale
Presbyterion Church (PO Box 5, Founsdale AL 36738).

To plant a memorial tree in memory of Don, click here.
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