
We have a couple more weeks before 
it’s officially fall. I don’t know where this 
year has gone, but fall is my favorite 
season, so I’m not complaining. That 
also means the countdown is on to 
HMA’s 2026 Fall Regional Meeting, 
which will take place Wednesday–
Friday, September 30–October 2, in the 
Johnson City, Tennessee, and Roanoke, 
Virginia, areas. We have an excellent 

lineup of tours on our schedule, so if you haven’t yet 
registered, there’s still time. More information on our 
tour locations, registering, and booking your hotel 
rooms can be found on the next page.

The event will kick off on Wednesday afternoon with 
HMA’s Fall Board of Directors Meeting at the Holiday 
Inn Johnson City. And while we’re getting to work 
discussing important HMA matters and making 
decisions to improve our Association, members, 
sponsors, and industry suppliers will be catching up 
and kicking back with industry colleagues. 

Our tours will begin after breakfast on Thursday with 
stops at New River Hardwoods’ sawmills in Roan 
Mountain and Mountain City, Tennessee, as well as 
their millwork facility also in Mountain City. In the 
evening, attendees will gather together at the Holiday 
Inn Roanoke Conference Center for an HMA-style 
reception and dinner, and a presentation by Virginia 
Tech’s Dr. Brian Bond. Then on Friday, we’ll be touring 
Koppers’ treatment facility in Roanoke, Virginia, and 
Stella-Jones’ production plant in Goshen, Virginia

And it is a busy time of year, as HMA staff also is 
busy making arrangements for our 2027 National 
Conference and Expo. And I hope you’re planning 
on joining us at The DeSoto in historic Savannah, 
Georgia. For now, mark your calendars for Monday–
Wednesday, March 22–24, and keep a look out for 
more information that will soon be hitting your inbox 
and mailbox.

Talk soon!
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The HMA extends a hearty “Thank You” to the 
following companies for their generous support of 
our 2026 Fall Regional Meeting.

Thank You, Sponsors

Building a Stronger Industry
by Ian Faight
Executive Vice President, HMA

Make an impression at HMA’s Fall Regional Meeting 
by becoming a sponsor! In exchange, HMA will 
feature your company at HMAmembers.org, in The 
Link and Mid-Month Update newsletters, and on 
social media.

Do you want to guarantee visibility for your 
company? Sign on to sponsor Thursday’s Lunch, 
Cocktail Reception, or Dinner! These sponsorships 
include one complimentary meeting registration.

The clock is ticking, so secure you sponsorship today 
by emailing Ian Faight at ian@hardwood.org.

Fall Regional Meeting Sponsorships
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HMA’s 2026 Fall Regional Meeting is just a few 
weeks away. We hope you’re planning on joining us, 
Wednesday–Friday, September 30–October 2, in the 
Johnson City, Tennessee, and Roanoke, Virginia, areas.

The event will kick off with an HMA Board of Directors 
Meeting on Wednesday, and continue with facility 
tours on Thursday and Friday. 

Confirmed tours include New River Hardwoods’ three 
facilities located in Mountain City and Roan Mountain, 
Tennessee; Koppers’ plant in Roanoke, Virginia; and 
Stella-Jones’ plant in Goshen, Virginia. You won’t want 
to miss seeing these facilities in person and engaging 
in the camaraderie that comes along with one of 
HMA’s signature events.

Register Online Today
Online registration is available at HMAmembers.org.

	� $275 | HMA Members, Promotion Contributors, 
and 2026 National Conference Exhibitors

	� $600 | Non-Members

And remember, if you’re a first-time HMA Regional 
Meeting attendee or a NextGen Leaders Council 
member, email Ian Faight at ian@hardwood.org for 
special discount offers.

Don’t Forget to Book Your Hotel Rooms
Because of the two-city logistics of this meeting, you’ll 
need to book two hotel rooms.

	� For Wednesday, September 30, book a one-
night stay at the Holiday Inn Johnson City (101 W. 
Springbrook Drive, 37604). Rooms can be booked 
online or by calling 423.262.1573. Mention the 
Hardwood Manufacturers Association to secure 
our discounted room rate of $121. And remember 
to check out Thursday morning.

	� For Thursday, October 1, make a one-night 
reservation at the Holiday Inn Roanoke 
Conference Center (3315 Ordway Drive, 24017). 
Rooms can be booked online or by calling 
540.362.4500. Be sure to mention the Hardwood 
Manufacturers Association to get our discounted 
room rate of $129.

The hotel reservation deadline has been extended to 
Tuesday, September 15.
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There’s Still Time to Register for HMA’s Fall Regional Meeting

HMA is pleased to 
welcome Brian Bond, Ph.D., 
as our guest presenter 
during our Fall Regional 
Meeting reception on 
Thursday, October 1.

HMA members will 
hear about the latest 
developments on 
hardwood cross-laminated 
timber, capabilities 
of thermally modified 
hardwoods, and updates 
on Virginia Tech’s programs 
and research. 

Dr. Bond has 25 years of experience in wood drying, 
sawmill production, and the performance of wood 
products. He currently serves in multiple roles at 
Virginia Tech, including as Associate Dean of 
Extension, Outreach, and Engagement in the College 
of Natural Resources and Environment; professor in 
the Sustainable Biomaterials department; and  
director of the College of Natural Resources 
Leadership Institute.

What’s New with Hardwood CLT & Thermal Modification?

https://web.hmamembers.org/atlas/events/2026-fall-regional-meeting-10193/details
https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&regionCode=1&localeCode=en&checkInMonthYear=082026&checkInDate=30&checkOutDate=1&checkOutMonthYear=092026&hotelCode=JNCWS&GPC=JPS&numberOfAdults=1&numberOfRooms=1&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00
http://ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qSlH=ROAOD&qRms=1&qAdlt=1&qCiD=1&qCiMy=092026&qCoD=2&qCoMy=092026&qGrpCd=HWD&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=HI&qDest=3315%20Ordway%20Drive%2C%20Roanoke%2C%20VA%2C%20US&showApp=true&adjustMonth=false&srb_u=1
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Elevate Your Home Office with American Hardwoods
by Geoff Nelson  
Marketing and Communications Director, HMA
There is no question that American hardwoods have 
a place in every room. As more people work, create, 
and connect from home, the office has become 
an increasingly important space within the modern 
household. Furnishing it with hardwood pieces adds 
aesthetic warmth, natural beauty, and enduring 
performance. Crafted from sustainably sourced 
hardwoods and built to last for generations, these 
furnishings demonstrate how exceptional materials 
and craftsmanship can transform an everyday 
workspace into an inviting destination.

With its straightforward design and emphasis on 
quality craftsmanship, the Susan Desk from Hardwood 
Artisans offers a timeless foundation for a productive 
home office. Handcrafted from solid hardwood, the 
desk showcases the rich color and distinctive grain 
patterns that make American hardwood furniture 
both beautiful and enduring. Generous work-space 
dimensions accommodate everything from daily 
administrative tasks to creative projects, while the 
uncluttered silhouette allows the piece to adapt easily 

to a range of interior 
styles. Built to provide 
decades of dependable 
service, the Susan Desk 
balances practicality with 
the natural warmth and 
character of real wood.

The companion to 
the Susan Desk is the 
Susan Hutch. The wall-
mounted piece provides 
extra storage and light 
for one’s workspace. It 

includes organizers for mail and paper, and features 
sliding doors for ease of access. Together the Susan 
Desk and Hutch offer all the storage and workspace 
an office could use without sacrificing floor space.

With its clean lines and 
understated detailing, the 
Vermont Woods Studios’ 
Heartwood Shaker 
Home Office Center 
Cabinet brings timeless 
craftsmanship to today’s 
workspace. Handcrafted 
in Vermont from 
American hardwoods, 
the piece combines 
generous storage with 

elegant display opportunities thanks to its glass-front 
doors and spacious drawers. Rooted in the enduring 

beauty of Shaker design, the cabinet helps organize 
everything from technology to paperwork while 
showcasing the warmth and natural beauty of real 
hardwood. The result is a home office showpiece that 
is as practical as it is refined.

Handmade from 
sustainably harvested 
Appalachian hardwood, 
Gat Creek’s Oxford Desk 
proves that productivity 
and good design can go 
hand in hand. The desk’s 
streamlined silhouette and 
architectural detailing allow 
it to blend seamlessly into 
multipurpose living spaces, making it ideal for today’s 
flexible work environments. Thoughtful features such 
as dovetailed drawers, integrated wire management 
options, and an optional gallery shelf enhance 
its functionality without compromising its clean 
aesthetic. Available in a variety of hardwood species, 
the Oxford Desk delivers lasting performance with a 
sophisticated, understated presence.

Blending traditional 
craftsmanship with modern 
functionality, Cabinfield’s 
Montereau Amish Office 
Furniture Set creates a 
distinguished workspace 
suited to both focused 
work and executive-style 
elegance. The collection 
pairs an Executive Desk 
with a Grand Credenza 
and optional Bookcase 
Hutch, combining stately 
architectural details such as 
classic period-inspired columns with the warmth and 
character of solid American hardwood construction. 
Thoughtful features including a computer tower 
compartment, keyboard slide, optional cam locks, 
and touch lighting help support today’s technology-
driven workflow, while preserving the timeless appeal 
of handcrafted Amish furniture.

Whether in a home office, dedicated workspace, or 
corporate setting, American hardwood furniture brings 
warmth, character, and lasting performance to the 
places where we work every day. These thoughtfully 
crafted pieces demonstrate how quality materials and 
skilled craftsmanship can elevate both the function 
and appearance of an office. For more design 
inspiration, explore HardwoodInfo.com.

Photo courtesy of Hardwood Artisans.

Photo courtesy of Vermont Woods Studios.

Photo courtesy of Gat Creek.

Photo courtesy of Cabinfield.



The hot, humid dog days of August 
are upon us in Washington, D.C. 
Despite some pressures to remain 
in town, both Houses of Congress 
are in recess. The House left town in 
late July and the Senate followed 
their colleagues on August 10, 
squeezing in a rare Saturday 
session to wrap up late-night and 
early morning votes to advance a 

government funding Continuing Resolution (CR) to 
keep federal government operations running through 
December 11. The House had previously passed 
a measure extending funding through December 
4, so job one for both Houses upon their return in 
September will be reconciling the two approaches 
and moving forward with the funding. 

This is only the first on the long list of items that need 
Congressional action by the end of September.  
Members of Congress will be looking past September 
to November 3, Election Day 2026; both Houses 
will be in recess for the month of October to focus 
on election year campaigning…and plotting for 
potential post-election action. But before they leave 
town again, there are several items that will receive 
attention…if not final action.

The federal surface transportation law, known as 
the Highway bill expires September 30. Although the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
passed a highway bill reauthorization measure earlier 
this year, that legislation has not advanced to the 
House floor. The Senate lags far behind the House in 
its fashioning of a surface transportation bill, which 
means an extension to guarantee existing funding 
past September 30 will be necessary. While there 
were high hopes that a Highway bill, including some 
increased truck weight measures long sought by 
the hardwood industry, would finally pass, the tight 
schedule and election results could get in the way of 
success. Once Congress returns in November, there 
are very few days for Members to get a Senate bill 
together, come to some sort of agreement with the 
House version of the bill, and get a final product to 
the White House. Election results will also play a role…
depending on which party takes control in January, 
compromise may be off the table for the balance of 
2026.

Unfortunately, the Senate failed to advance its version 
of a Farm Bill before the August recess and will be 
trying to take another run at committee action when 
they  return in mid-September. Farm Bill programs also 

expire September 30, but the most high profile and 
expensive provisions traditionally included in the Farm 
Bill—row crop and dairy subsidies and domestic food 
and nutrition assistance programs for low-income 
households, were extended through 2031 as part of 
last year’s H.R. 1 (One Big Beautiful Bill Act). However, 
important forestry programs like Wood Innovation 
and Wood Energy grant funding are not covered in 
the extension. Although Senate Agriculture Chairman 
Boozman remains committed to moving legislation 
from the Committee, he has signaled that a Farm Bill 
extension addressing all of the other titles, including 
those in the Forestry title, in the comprehensive 
measure will not be necessary until the end of this 
year, indicating that Farm Bill action will most likely 
take place post-election. 

We at the Hardwood Federation anticipate that GOP 
leadership in both chambers will continue to push 
for a budget reconciliation bill to address military 
spending needs, as well as agricultural assistance. 
The Federation is well positioned if this measure moves 
forward as this will be the vehicle for supplemental 
appropriations that will provide $200 million for U.S. 
hardwood producers. Interestingly, included as part 
of last week’s Senate passed CR are a few trade and 
tax provisions which may also provide a launch pad 
for our hardwood economic relief language when 
budget negotiations begin in earnest following the 
election. 

The House and Senate may be in recess, but the 
Federation team continues to work through these 
and other issues with our champions on the Hill and 
with Administration contacts. We continue to actively 
advocate for a positive outcome and will keep the 
industry updated. Keep an eye out for Action Alerts in 
the coming months…We may need your help once a 
final push begins! 

Congress Faces Packed Fall Agenda
by Dana Lee Cole  
Executive Director, Hardwood Federation
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Follow the Hardwood 
Federation on LinkedIn
The Hardwood Federation is on LinkedIn! Check 
out the Federation’s posts, including updates on 
their efforts and activities in D.C., press coverage, 
and hardwood industry related federal policy 
news and action!

US Forest Service Announces Wood Innovation 
Grants
On August 5, the US Forest Service announced the 
distribution of $105.5 million in Wood Innovation 
Grants (WIG) for 177 projects that advance innovative 
uses of wood, increases wood construction, 
expands wood energy markets and strengthens 
forest products processing capacity.  A significant 
number of hardwood companies and associations 
received funding for projects ranging from developing 
improved markets to improving sawmill capacity.  A 
complete list of recipients is available here.

The Hardwood Federation is a long time advocate for 
continued and increased funding of the WIG program 
and will continue our efforts to ensure continued 
opportunities for the US hardwood industry. 

USDA Removes Roadless Rule Restrictions on 
National Forests
In late August, the U.S. Forest Service filled a proposed 
rule to rescind the entirety of the national Roadless 
Area Conversation Rule, a one-size-fits-all restriction 
that many in the forest products industry viewed as 
a barrier to wildfire risk reduction work across large 
swaths of America’s national forests.

Enacted in 2001, the Roadless Rule restricted road 
construction and limited the Forest Service’s ability 
to carry out critical active management work within 
inventoried roadless areas. Today, that includes more 
than 44 million acres of the 193-million-acre National 
Forest System. The rescission is intended to prioritize 
local agency decision-making over regulatory rules 
that are the same across the country, regardless of 
specific land management issues and needs.

The Hardwood Federation has been a long-time 
proponent of reasonable, science-based forest 
management rules and activities, including timber 
harvests, that support the health of our national forest 
system.

U.S.-Canada Tariff Deal Collapses
As everyone is certainly aware, despite positive 
signs, the tentative deal to cool the escalating trade 
tensions between the U.S. and Canada collapsed in 
late August. 

The tariff increases threatened by the Trump 
Administration went into effect. A full list Canadian 
products impacted by the action is here. Wood 
products (HTS codes starting with 4400) begin on 
page 6.

The Canadian government announced retaliatory 
tariffs to go into effect on September 8th in response 
to the U.S. action. In addition to tariffs on a range of 
US products, including US softwood (25%), hardwood 
plywood (50%) and paper products (25–50%), 

Canada will provide support for companies and 
workers impacted by the increased tariff rates.  A 
full list of US products impacted is available here. 
Wood and paper products (HS Codes 4407.11.00 - 
4823.69.00) may be found on pages 7 and 8.

The Trump Administration has responded to the 
retaliation with threats of additional tariffs focused 
on automobiles, trucks, and steel  originating in 
Canada, possibly in January. U.S. Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer has also floated banning import of 
certain Canadian goods. We will continue to monitor 
this very fluid situation and provide updates.

China Work Toward Tariff Reduction Package Ahead 
of Xi Visit
United States Trade Representative Jamieson Greer 
met with Chinese Ambassador Xie Feng in August 
ahead of the planned September summit between 
President Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
The two sides are working to develop the U.S.-China 
Board of Trade, which is expected to identify roughly 
$30 billion in non-sensitive goods that could qualify 
for tariff reductions. Trump administration officials are 
pushing to finalize a package before the summit, 
though discussions remain ongoing. Read more at 
Politico.

40 Countries Identified for Transshipment Risk by 
Trump Administration
A White House report identified more than 40 
jurisdictions, including the European Union, Canada, 
Japan, and Brazil, as associated with elevated 
illegal transshipment risk. The report warned that 
countries and companies attempting to evade Trump 
administration tariffs through illegal transshipment 
will be caught. It also said trading partners that 
cooperate will be treated as partners in restoring a 
fair-trading system. In a report released Thursday, the 
White House Office of Trade and Manufacturing Policy 
accused dozens of countries of being part of China’s 
“shadow transshipment network,” sorting them 
“according to the scale of China-linked trade, the 
depth of their economic integration with China, and 
the weak-link advantages that make them susceptible 
to rerouting activity.”

https://www.linkedin.com/company/hardwood-federation/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true
https://hmamembers.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/338-Canadian-Tariffs-August-2026.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/canada-announces-targeted-countermeasures-and-substantive-support-for-workers-and-businesses-in-response-to-us-tariffs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/list-of-products-from-the-united-states-subject-to-counter-tariffs-effective-september-8-2026.html#wb-auto-4
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/08/greer-chinese-ambassador-trump-xi-summit-01035549
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/The-Great-Transshipment-Scam.pdf
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Northcentral Technical College, HMA’s partner in 
education, is offering its Mill Technology Certificate 
Program, from September 28–October 30, at the NTC 
Wood Technology Center of Excellence in Antigo, 
Wisconsin. The program is designed for individuals 
seeking practical experience in sawmill operations. 
Learners develop knowledge and skills via a hands-
on, immersive learning experience, using state-of-the-
art equipment in NTC’s new training sawmill. Focus 
areas include:

	� Log identification, scaling, and grading

	� Hardwood lumber grading

	� Sawmill safety and operator maintenance

	� Quality control and industry metrics

	� Steam and dehumidification kiln operations

	� Sawmill machine centers: double-cut band 
headrig, horizontal resaw and preturning 
workstation, two-saw optimized edger and a two-
saw double-end trimmer

Learners also will develop essential best practices 
related to sawmill safety, lumber manufacturing, and 
basic maintenance tasks in a commercial-scale 
sawmill environment.

The program is limited to 12 participants. Flexible 
course bundles also are offered. More details and 
registration information can be found at NTC.edu. 
Grant funds are available to offset costs. 

Now Enrolling: NTC’s Mill Technology Certificate Program 

http://HMAmembers.org
http://HardwoodInfo.com
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://www.instagram.com/American_Hardwds/
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://twitter.com/AmericanHardwds
https://www.facebook.com/HardwoodManufacturersAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanHardwoods
https://www.ntc.edu/academics-training/programs/all/certificate/wood-industry-mill-technology

